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Synopsis

The Music of Latin America and the Caribbean is the first text written on the rich musical heritage of
this region specifically for the non-music major.A A The text is arranged by region, focusing on the
major countries/regions (Mexico, Brazil, Peru, etc. in Latin America and Jamaica, the Virgin Islands,
Haiti, etc. in the Caribbean).A A In each chapter, the author gives a complete history of the region’s
music, ranging from classical and classical-influenced styles to folk and traditional music to today’s

popular music.
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Customer Reviews

The book provides a lot of information, but tries to cover far too much in a limited space. The
information is not well organized; for instance, the author talks about two meanings of the term
"montuno” without providing any context, and then talks about the genre "son montuno" (where the
meanings finally get contextualized) several pages later. The entire book is full of such poorly
organized bits of information.The author tries to both provide musical analyses of prevalent genres,
and present their history. But since the history often depends on information that has not yet been
provided, the book is full of statements like "this is discussed further in Chapter 6". If you tell me that
Mexican "son" derives from Cuban "son", but what Cuban son itself is like isn’'t discussed until
another chapter, then that is a mere factoid to be remembered, not a meaningful piece of
information. This makes the book information-dense while not being illuminating.Considering the

price of the book, it's shocking that CDs aren’t included with it; they have to be purchased



separately, and are about as expensive as the book. Also, the illustrations are all greyscale--no
color pictures at all. The paper quality is poor. The book is ridiculously overpriced for the production
values.The illustrations are also insufficient. To be told what a cuatro looks like is not nearly as
helpful as being shown a good, color picture of one. Considering that the author names dozens of
instruments on practically every page, this again makes the book information heavy while not being
actually useful for understanding the subject.lt is clear that the author is an expert on the subject,
and he is good at providing social context. But the sheer amount of information (names of
instruments, names of performers, names of related genres, etc) presented in unhelpful fashion,

without illustrations or musical examples alongside, makes this book a slog and not enjoyable.

Too ambitious. It is not a music text neither a cultural text on Latin America

Last semester, | took a class called Latin American Music and Culture. This was the required text
book. | was excited to take the class and was ready to learn a bunch, but | have to say that | didn’t
walk away from the class with much more than a greater general knowledge of the subject. | think it
may have been the teacher’s horrible instruction more than the book, but | found the book to be very
episodic and boring. Sure, | now know a lot about music styles and dances of Latin America, but |
didn’t get the excitement or flavor of the culture out of the book. There was nothing in the book that
inspired you to want to keep reading, but rather it felt like reading a collection of Wikipedia articles. |
can tell that a great deal of effort was put into writing the book, so | respect that but | just didn’t get
any life out of it. | think the instructor is also responsible for breathing life into the subject, but given
that he was an ego maniac who would go off on random tangents, that just didn’t happen for
me.P.S. As a side note, don’t waste your money purchasing the CD, you can find all the songs on
youtube. ALSO the one thing | really liked about the book were the music suggestions! It opened my
eyes and ears to some great music. The one really cool section of the book.| give it four stars
because objectively speaking, it's very informative and will tell you a good deal about the subject,

but when it comes to interest level, the book wasn’t able to hold mine.

Very informative. Brill puts history together in this book so that the reader gets an over all

impression of musical and cultural development.

excellent



Good

Mark Brill's Music of Latin America and the Caribbean is a much needed resource. Though it is
marketed towards college students and academics, it is appropriate for the general public. It really
does cover all the basics, and sheds light on most of the principal styles of Latin America. Moreover,
it does so from various points of view. It gives you not only the historical and cultural context, but
also offers a useful music appreciation outlook, so that you don’t just learn _about_ the music, you
actually experience the music itself and its aesthetic characteristics. (Make sure you get the
accompanying two-CD set, which contains dozens of great examples of most of the important

styles.) Highly Recommended for the average reader.

my brother like it , Received as described. Highly Recommend! as description. fast .
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